
February 7, 2011 

 A Special Meeting of the Council of the City of Manassas 
was held in the Auditorium at Jennie Dean Elementary School, 
9601 Prince William Street, on the above date with the 
following present:  Mayor Harry J. Parrish II, Council 
Members Marc T. Aveni, Sheryl L. Bass, Andrew L. Harrover, J. 
Steven Randolph, and Jonathan L. Way; City Manager Lawrence 
D. Hughes, Superintendent of Manassas City Public Schools Dr. 
Gail Pope, Treasurer Robin R. Perkins, Commissioner of the 
Revenue John P. Grzejka, Chief of Police Doug W. Keen, 
Captain Steve Bamford, Captain Art Dennis, Lieutenant Meg 
Carroll, Sergeant Tim Neumann, Detective Darwin Guyton, 
Officer TJ Rodriguez, Community Development Director 
Elizabeth S. Via-Gossman, Neighborhood Services Manager Kisha 
Wilson-Sogunro, Neighborhood Services Coordinator Christen 
Zenich, Fire and Rescue Chief Dale McCleese, Assistant Fire 
and Rescue Chief Wade House, Fire Marshal Frank Teevan, 
Emergency Management Deputy Coordinator Bob Halsall, Family 
Services Director Ron King, Housing Manager and Advocate 
Mickey Rhoades, Utilities Director Mike C. Moon, Deputy 
Public Works Director Gene Jennings, Utilities Service 
Manager Ana Davis, Refuse and Recycling Coordinator Sue 
Lhotka, City Clerk Andrea P. Madden, Deputy City Clerk 
Antoinette M. Elgart, and Administrative Associate Melody J. 
Hess. 
 
 Members of the Manassas City Police Department were 
present. 
 
 Absent was Council Member Mark D. Wolfe. 
 
 Item 1 of the Agenda:  Open House with City Staff 
 
 Item 2 of the Agenda:  Call to Order 
 
 Mayor Parrish called the meeting to order at 7:34 p.m. 
and led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
flag. 
 
 The City Clerk read the Notice of Special Meeting 
acknowledged by all Council Members stating that the Special 
Meeting was called for the following purposes: 
 1. As per the attached agenda dated February 7, 2011. 
 2. Other pertinent business for the operation of the 
City. 
 
 Item 3 of the Agenda:  Mayor’s Welcome 
 

Mayor Parrish and City Council Members welcomed the 
public and staff to the Town Hall Meeting.  All Council 
Members stated that they looked forward to and were 
interested in the thoughts and questions of the citizens. 

 
 Item 4 of the Agenda:  City Manager’s Update 
 

Mr. Hughes reported that the budget process was 
underway and the City Manager’s Budget will be presented to 
City Council on February 28, 2011.  The Budget Work 
Sessions will begin in March and the public is encouraged 
to attend and provide input.  Although the budget is not as 
bleak as it has been in previous years, many challenges 
remain and decision by the General Assembly can have a 
tremendous impact on the City and the schools. 
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Mr. Hughes provided a brief update on the Route 28 
Project at Wellington; construction of the overpass has 
been a goal for over twenty years and the City appreciates 
the patience of all citizens.  Depending on weather 
conditions, VDOT hopes to have four lanes of traffic open 
again by the end of the week. 
 

Item 5 of the Agenda: School Superintendent’s Update 
 
Dr. Pope reported on the Manassas Next Initiative and 

the exciting projects that the Lego Teams and Robotics 
Teams are working on.  Dr. Pope noted that five seniors 
from the Class of 2011 were appointed to Service Academies 
and one student was accepted to MIT.  There are many 
success stories in the schools and the community has much 
to be proud of. 
 
 Item 6 of the Agenda:  Citizens’ Time 
 

Betty Malone, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
asked for an update on the Dominion Power transmission 
lines that are to be built through the City.  Ms. Malone 
stated that the power lines will not benefit the City in 
any way and she is concerned about the health risks 
associated with them; Ms. Malone asked that the City 
thoroughly investigate the health risks. 

Mike Moon reported that Dominion Power filed their 
application with the State Corporation Commission (SCC) on 
January 31, 2011 with a proposed route that runs along the 
railroad tracks to Route 234.  The City of Manassas has not 
endorsed a route but will take a formal position after 
obtaining more information from Dominion.  The City will 
make available maps of the proposed routes online and at 
City Hall. 
 

A citizen submitted a comment card and asked why they 
were part of the Dean Community, and not the Round 
Community, but belonged to the Wellington Homeowners’ 
Association. 

Chief Keen stated that the Police Department has 
determined the boundary lines based on the school’s 
boundary lines. 
 

Ed Spall, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that he understands the importance of public safety 
services and a school system that provides a good 
education.  Ms. Spall stated that the City Council should 
never be afraid to tell him that they may have to raise 
taxes.  Mr. Spall stated that he will pay more in taxes, 
but wants the money to be spent prudently and wisely.  Mr. 
Spall stated that there are many challenges ahead for the 
City and the schools, but there are many residents who are 
willing to support the City Council’s decisions. 
 

A citizen submitted a comment card and asked when the 
drainage issues on Prince William Street will be addressed. 

Mike Moon stated that this project is part of the CIP 
that will be before Council for approval through the FY 
2012 Budget process.  This project was delayed due to 
severe budget cuts, but will be considered in the coming 
months.  Ultimately, City Council will make the decision on 
this $3 million project. 
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Michelle Samoy, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
stated that she would like an explanation regarding the 
bussing plan for the schools; Ms. Samoy asked why children 
who live close to one school are bussed to a school that is 
farther away.  Ms. Samoy stated that the school’s 
boundaries should be reviewed and better defined.  In 
addition, Ms. Samoy explained that she is very concerned 
about the Special Education Department at the schools and 
does not feel as though these programs are given sufficient 
funding or attention.  However, Special Education programs 
are not optional; the schools are obligated to provide an 
education to all students.  Finally, Ms. Samoy asked that 
MAP testing be discontinued; it is expensive and not 
helpful. 
 

Charles Griffiths, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
stated that he is the parent of a disabled child and 
believes there are many issues at the schools that need to 
be addressed.  Mr. Griffiths asked why the schools are 
given a budget and money to spend but are not held 
accountable for their spending.  Mr. Griffiths expressed 
his frustration with trying to communicate with School 
Board Members and staff members who will not meet with 
parents. 
 

Marta Horlick, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
stated that she is also the parent of a disabled child and 
it is an uphill battle in the school system.  Ms. Horlick 
stated that her child graduated and is now out of the 
system, but explained to Mr. Griffiths that it does not get 
any easier.  Ms. Horlick stated that the schools should 
stop the MAP testing and instead pay for AP testing, which 
is currently paid for by parents. 
 
 Motion was duly made, seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
to adjourn the meeting. 
 
 Mayor Parrish declared the meeting adjourned at 8:22 
p.m. 
 
 
 
             
MAYOR  CITY CLERK 
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